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Tﬁrkiye’de Biyoloji camiasinin duayen isimlerinden, degerli bilim

insan1 ve akademisyen Prof. Dr. Yalgin Sahin, 5 Mart 2025 tarihinde
Istanbul’da hayata gozlerini yummustur. Ulkemiz biyolojik gesitliliginin
kesfine yonelik degerli bilimsel katkilarimin yami sira, yarim asra
yaklasan akademik hayati boyunca yetistirdigi binlerce 6grenci ve
akademiye katkilar1 ile daima hatirlanacak olan kiymetli hocamizin
vefat1 Tiirk bilim diinyasi i¢in biiyiik bir kayiptir.

Yalgin Sahin 1942 yilinda Balikesir ili Gomeg ilgesinde diinyaya
gelmistir. Ik ve orta &grenimini parasiz yatili olarak Balikesir'de
tamamlayan Sahin, Istanbul Universitesi Fen Fakiiltesi Zooloji-Jeoloji
boliimiinii bitirmistir. Henliz iiniversite d6grencisiyken aym fakiiltenin
Hidrobiyoloji Aragtirma Enstitiisii (bugiinkii Istanbul Universitesi Su
Uriinleri Fakiiltesi) biinyesinde “Biyolog” olarak calismaya baslamustir.

1974 yilinda Niliifer Sahin hanimefendi ile evlenmistir. Kizlar1 Pinar (1975) ve Gokge
Cmar’in (1979) diinyaya gelmeleri ile mutlu bir aile babas1 olmustur. Yillar igerisinde ailesi

genisleyerek torunlar1 Uzay ve Alp’e kavusmus ve hocamizin mutlulugu katlanmistir (Resim

1).

1972-1973 yillar1 arasinda Avusturya’da Su Arastirmalar1 ve Balik Uretim Enstitiisiinde
(Bundesinstitut fiier Gewaesserforschung und Fishereiwirtschaft, Scharfling, OO) ihtisas
yapmugtir. Yurda doniisiinde Firat Universitesi (Elazig), Veteriner Fakiiltesi, Su Uriinleri,
Balikcilik ve Av Hayvanlar Kiirsiisiinde “Ogretim Gorevlisi” olarak kariyerine devam

etmistir. 1976 yilinda ayni kiirstide Prof. Dr. Suavi Yalva¢'in damismanliginda “Elazig ve

Kismen Cevre Illerinin Chironomidae (Diptera) Limnofaunasimin Tespiti ve Taksonomik

Incelenmesi” baglikl1 tezini tamamlayarak “Bilim Doktoru” {invanini almistir. Yal¢in Sahin

Ekim 1981’de “Dogent” olmus ve Kasim 1987’de ise profesorliige yiikselmistir (Resim 2).
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Resim 1. Yal¢in Hoca ve Ailesi

Resim 2. Ulusal Biyoloji Kongresi, Erzurum (1980)

1982 yilinda Anadolu Universitesi Fen Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Biyoloji Boliimiine kurucu
boliim baskani olarak gorevlendirilen $Sahin, bu goérevi 1994 yilina kadar siirdiirmiistiir
(Resim 3). Biyoloji Boliimii yasa ile 1994 yilinda Eskisehir Osmangazi Universitesi biinyesine
katildiginda, kendisi yeni {iniversitesinde kadrosunun oOnemli boliimiinii yeniden
yapilandirarak boliim baskanligini gorevini iistlenmistir. Prof. $ahin, kasim 1997 ve ocak 2004
tarihleri arasinda Eskisehir Osmangazi Universitesi Fen Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Dekani olarak
gorev yapmugtir. Ogretim iiyeligi siiresince farkli yillarda Anabilim Dali Bagkanligi, Boliim
Bagkanligi, Dekan Yardimailigi, Dekanlik ve Senato Uyeligi gibi idari gorevlerde bulunan
Yalcin Sahin, Agustos 2009’da emekliye ayrilmistir.

Yalgin Sahin, Tatlisu ekosistemlerinin yaygin {iyesi ve biyoindikator 6zellikleri ile bilinen
Chironomidae (Titrek sinekler) familyasinin iilkemiz faunas {izerine ¢ok sayida arastirma
yliriitmiis, on bes yeni tiir tanimlamis ve bu sineklerin 150’den fazla tiiriinii Tiirkiye’den ilk
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kez rapor etmistir. Bununla birlikte danismanliginda yapilan lisansiistii tezlerden {iretilen
veriler, Lepidoptera, Oligochaeta, Tabanidae, Ephemeroptera, Simuliidae, Asilidae ve
Scarabaeidae gibi hayvan taksonlarmin {ilkemiz faunasi bilgilerine onemli katkilar
saglamistir. Yalcin Sahin bu ¢alismalarin 6nemli bir kismini TUBITAK ve Universite Bilimsel
Arastirma fonlar1 tarafindan desteklenen projeleri ile gergeklestirmistir.

Resim 3. Yalcin Hoca ve Anadolu Universitesi Biyoloji Boliimiindeki 113 Ogrencileri (1985)

Yal¢in Hoca Tarafindan Tanimlanan Tiirler

Ablabesmyia basyurti Sahin, 1980 Stictochironomus yalvacii Sahin, 1987
Ablabesmyia yalvaci Sahin, 1980 Ablabesmyia aequidensi Sahin, 1987
Cardiocladius ekingennis Sahin, 1980 Diamesa coronarunguis (Sahin, 1991)
Potthastia alternis Sahin, 1987 Diamesa discoloriventris (Sahin, 1991)
Thienemanniella brevidensi Sahin, 1987 Diamesa hozati (Sahin, 1991)
Harnischia schenqueni Sahin, 1987 Syndiamesa magnifipedis (Sahin, 1991)
Paratendipes demirsoyus Sahin, 1987 Thienemanniella munzuri Sahin, 1991

Stictochironomus longipugionis (Sahin, 1987)

Yalc¢in Hoca 19 yiiksek lisans ve 18 doktora tezine danismanlik yapmistir. Yal¢in Sahin’in
doktorant1 olan 18 akademisyenin tiimii Profesdr, Dogent ve Dr. Ogretim Uyesi olarak
Eskisehir’deki Biyoloji boliimlerinde gorev almaktadirlar. 1982 yilinda geng bir Dogent olan
Yal¢in Sahin’in  tohumlarini attigi ESOGU Biyoloji ve kardes boliim Eskisehir Teknik
Universitesi Biyoloji Boliimleri giiniimiizde 60’tan fazla akademisyen ile egitim ve aragtirma
faaliyetlerini siirdiirmektedir.

Yalcin Sahin, gorev aldigi tiniversitelerde onlarca veteriner hekimin ve ytizlerce biyologun
yetismesine katki saglamistir (Resim 4 ve Resim 5). Biyoloji egitiminin sadece derslik ya da
laboratuvarlarda sinirli olmamas: gerektigine inanan hocamiz, “canli adresinde 6grenilir”
diisturu ile seksenli ve doksanli yillarin kisitl kosullarina ragmen geleneksel 6grenci
ekskiirsiyon gezileri diizenlemistir. Her yil tilkemizin fakli bolgelerinde yapilan 5-10 giin
siiren bu teknik geziler ile hocamiz 6grencilerinin hem {iilkemiz biyolojik zenginliklerini
kesfetmelerine hem de meslek bilinci ve dayanisma ruhlarinin gelismesine imkan tanimistir.
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Resim 5. Yalgin Hoca ve Anadolu Universitesi Biyoloji Boliimii {lk Mezunlari (1987)
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Yalgin Sahin iilkemizdeki Biyoloji egitimine katki saglamak amaci ile ders kitaplar:
yayinlamistir (Resim 6).
Yal¢in Hoca Tarafindan Yayinlanan Kitaplar
Sahin, Y. (1995). “Genel Biyoloji”. Bilim Teknik Yayinevi. 386 s.
Sahin, Y. (1999). “A'dan Z'ye Akvaryum”. Inkilap Kitapevi. 320 s.
Sahin, Y. (2000). “Hayvan Sistematigi”. Bilim Teknik Yayinevi. 321 s.
Sahin, Y. (2001). “Ekoloji”. Bilim Teknik Yaymevi. 252 s.
Sahin, Y. (2005). “Yasambilimleri”. Bilim Teknik Yayinevi. 352 s.
Sahin, Y. (2007). “Biyolojide Ge¢mise Yolculuk”. Palme Yayinevi. 568 s.

HAYVAN .
SISTEMATIGI EKOLOJI

Biyolojide Gegmise £
Yolculuk YAsAMBlLlM

Prof. Dr. Yalgin SAHIN

Prof. Dr. Yalgn Sahin

Resim 6. Yalgin Hoca'nin Yazdig Kitaplardan Bazilari

Hocamiz akademik faaliyetlerinin yaninda yasaminin 43 yilini gecirdigi ve ¢ok sevdigi
Eskisehir’in sosyal ve kiiltiirel yasamina da katkilar sunmustur. Sehrin yerel gazetelerinde
uzun yillar egitim, bilim ve ¢evre konulu periyodik yazilar yayinlamistir. Doksanli yillarin
basinda sanatgi dostlari ile birlikte Eskisehir Tiirk Musikisi Dernegini kurmus, diizenlemis

oldugu etkinliklerle asig1 oldugu Tiirk sanat miiziginin sehirle bulusmasinda rol almistir.
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Bilime ve akademiye degerli hizmetleriniz ve bir aydin olarak bizlere, sehrimize ve
iilkemize kattiklariniz igin size minnettariz. Daima kalbimizde yasamaya devam edeceksiniz
Hocam.

Isiklar iginde uyuyun...
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Prof. Dr. Yalgin $Sahin, an esteemed scientist and a prominent

academician within the Turkish biology community, passed away in
Istanbul on March 5, 2025. His death represents a profound loss to the
Turkish scientific community. He will be remembered not only for his
invaluable scientific contributions to the understanding and
documentation of Tiirkiye’s biodiversity, but also for his enduring
service to academia and the thousands of students he educated
throughout nearly half a century of academic life.

Yal¢gin Sahin was born in 1942 in the Gomeg district of Balikesir
Province. He completed his primary and secondary education in
Balikesir as a state-supported boarding student. He later graduated
from the Department of Zoology-Geology at the Faculty of Science,

Istanbul University. While still an undergraduate student, he began working as a biologist at
the Hydrobiology Research Institute (now the Faculty of Fisheries, Istanbul University),
marking the beginning of his lifelong academic career.

He married Niliifer Sahin in 1974. With the birth of his daughters, Pinar (1975) and Gokge
Crnar (1979), he became a devoted family man. In later years, the family grew with the birth
of his grandchildren, Uzay and Alp, further enriching his life and happiness (Photo 1).

Photo 1. Yal¢in Sahin’s Family
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Between 1972 and 1973, he completed his specialization at the Institute of Aquatic Research
and Fish Production (Bundesinstitut fiir Gewdsserforschung und Fischereiwirtschaft, Scharfling,
Upper Austria) in Austria. Upon returning to Tiirkiye, he continued his academic career as a
lecturer in the Department of Aquatic Products, Fisheries, and Game Animals at the Faculty
of Veterinary Medicine, Firat University (Elazig).

In 1976, he completed his doctoral dissertation entitled “Determination and Taxonomic
Investigation of the Limnofauna of Chironomidae (Diptera) in Elazig and Partially Surrounding
Provinces” under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Suavi Yalvag at the same department and was
awarded the degree of Doctor of Science. Yal¢in Sahin was appointed Associate Professor in
October 1981 and was promoted to Full Professor in November 1987 (Photo 2).

Photo 2. National Biology Congress, Erzurum (1980)

In 1982, Yalgin Sahin was appointed as the founding head of the Department of Biology at
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Anadolu University, where he served as department chair
until 1994 (Photo 3). Following the legal incorporation of the Biology Department into
Eskisehir Osmangazi University in 1994, he continued his service as department head at the
newly established institution, playing a key role in restructuring and strengthening the
departmental academic staff. Prof. Sahin served as Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences
at Eskisehir Osmangazi University between November 1997 and January 2004. Throughout
his academic career, he held numerous administrative positions, including Department Head,
Vice Dean, Dean, and Member of the University Senate, before retiring in August 2009.

Professor Sahin conducted extensive research on the Turkish fauna of Chironomidae
(Diptera), a widespread group in freshwater ecosystems widely recognized for its
bioindicator value. He described fifteen species new to science and recorded more than 150
species of Chironomidae for the first time in Tiirkiye. In addition, the MSc and PhD theses
completed under his supervision made substantial contributions to the knowledge of the
Turkish fauna of several animal groups, including Lepidoptera, Oligochaeta, Tabanidae,
Ephemeroptera, Simuliidae, Asilidae, and Scarabaeidae. Yalgin Sahin primarily carried out
his research through projects supported by TUBITAK and university-based Scientific
Research Funds.
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Photo 3. Yalcin Sahin with His First Students at Anadolu University Biology Department (1985)

The species described by Sahin

Ablabesmyia basyurti Sahin, 1980 Stictochironomus yalvacii Sahin, 1987
Ablabesmyia yalvaci Sahin, 1980 Ablabesmyia aequidensi Sahin, 1987
Cardiocladius ekingennis Sahin, 1980 Diamesa coronarunguis (Sahin, 1991)
Potthastia alternis Sahin, 1987 Diamesa discoloriventris (Sahin, 1991)
Thienemanniella brevidensi Sahin, 1987 Diamesa hozati (Sahin, 1991)
Harnischia schenqueni Sahin, 1987 Syndiamesa magnifipedis (Sahin, 1991)
Paratendipes demirsoyus Sahin, 1987 Thienemanniella munzuri Sahin, 1991

Stictochironomus longipugionis (Sahin, 1987)

Professor Yalgin $Sahin supervised nineteen master’'s and eighteen doctoral theses
throughout his academic career. All of his PhD graduates currently serve as Professors,
Associate Professors, or Assistant Professors in the Biology Departments in Eskisehir. The
Biology Department of Eskisehir Osmangazi University (ESOGU), founded in 1982 by the
young Associate Professor Yalgin Sahin, together with its sister department, the Biology
Department of Eskisehir Technical University, continues its education and research activities
today with a staff of more than sixty academicians.

Yalgin Sahin made substantial contributions to the training of generations of biologists and
veterinarians (Photo 4 and Photo 5). He firmly believed that biology education could not be
confined solely to classrooms or laboratories. Guided by the principle that “every living
organism should be observed in its natural environment,” he organized annual field excursions for
his students, despite the limited resources of the 1980s and 1990s. During these five- to ten-
day expeditions to various regions of the country, Professor Yal¢in encouraged his students
to explore Tiirkiye’s biodiversity, while also fostering a strong sense of professional solidarity
and a shared identity as biologists.
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Photo 5. Yalcin Sahin and the First Graduates of the Anatolian University Biology Department (1987)
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Yalcin Sahin published textbooks to contribute to Biology Education in the country.
Books
Sahin, Y. (1995). “Genel Biyoloji”. Bilim Teknik Yayinevi. 386 s.
Sahin, Y. (1999). “A'dan Z'ye Akvaryum”. Inkilap Kitapevi. 320 s.
Sahin, Y. (2000). “Hayvan Sistematigi”. Bilim Teknik Yayinevi. 321 s.
Sahin, Y. (2001). “Ekoloji”. Bilim Teknik Yayinevi. 252 s.
Sahin, Y. (2005). “Yasambilimleri”. Bilim Teknik Yaymevi. 352 s.

)-
)-
)-
)-
)-
Sahin, Y. (2007). “Biyolojide Ge¢mise Yolculuk”. Palme Yaymevi. 568 s.

HAYVAN °
SISTEMATIG EKOLO]JI

- 2
\ .

HiN

Biyolofide Geemise 3y ASAMBILIM

Prof, Dr. Yalgin SAHIN

Prof. Dr. Yalgn $ahin

Resim 6. Some of the Books Written by $Sahin

In addition to his academic achievements, our Professor made lasting contributions to the
social and cultural life of Eskisehir, a city he loved deeply and where he spent forty-three
years of his life. For many years, he published regular columns on education, science, and
environmental issues in local newspapers, enriching public discourse and fostering scientific
awareness within the community. In the early 1990s, together with his artist friends, he
founded the Eskisehir Turkish Music Association, through which he organized numerous
events and played a significant role in introducing and promoting Turkish classical music

among the people of the city.
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We are profoundly grateful for his invaluable service to science and academia, and for his
contributions as an intellectual to us, our city, and our country. You will always remain in our
hearts, Professor.

May you rest in peace.
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