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Degerli bilim insani, hocamiz, sevgili dostumuz,

meslektasimiz, baba (Aysegiil ve Cemre), es (Ziibeyde) ve
dede (Sedef ve Defne) Dursun Avsar, 1 Mayis 2022 tarihinde
vefat etmistir. Dursun Hoca, balikgilik biyolojisi ve
popiilasyon dinamigi alanindaki ¢alismalari ile Tiirkiye’de
bu alanda Onemli katkilarda bulunan oncii bir deniz
biyologuydu. Her zaman yardima hazir, ciddi, caligkan,
arkadas canlisiy, tutumlu, ilkelerinden taviz vermeyen ve
detay odakli bir insandi. Mesleki deneyimlerini
paylasmanin yani sira ailesini de tanima sansina sahip olan
bizler igin, “dort buguk AVSAR” (Dursun, Ziibeyde,
Aysegiil, Cemre ve Sedef) essiz, ayrilmaz ve comert bir aile
¢ekirdegi olusturmustu.

Dursun Hoca 1 Subat 1956’da Kirmacili Koyiinde
(Osmaniye) dogdu. Cocuklugunun koyde ge¢mis olmasi
nedeniyle dogaya kars1 biiyiik bir tutkuya sahipti. Bu tutku
sebebiyle olsa gerek 1975’te Hacettepe Universitesi Biyoloji
Boliimiinii tercih etti ve 1979’da bu béliimden mezun oldu.
Mezuniyet sonras1 1980'de Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi, Deniz Bilimleri Enstitiisiine
arastirma gorevlisi olarak atandi. Ayni enstitiide 1987 yilinda yiiksek lisans ve 1993 yilinda
ise doktorasimi tamamladi. Ogretim {iyesi olarak atandigi Cukurova Universitesi Su
Uriinleri Fakiiltesinde 2001 yilinda Profesér unvanini alarak 2022 yilina kadar bu kurumda
gorev yapti.

1980 yilinda iilkemizin alaninda 6éncii kurumu olan Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi,
Deniz Bilimleri Enstitiistindeki projelerde yaptig1 gorevlerle deniz ekosistemi tarafindan
biiyiilenmis ve Tiirkiye denizlerinde adim atmadig1 kiy1 birakmamaistir. Rahmetle anmadan
gecemeyecegimiz, 12 Mayis 2021 tarihinde ebediyete ugurladigimiz, danigsmarn Prof. Dr.
Ferit BINGEL (Ferit Hoca)'nin taviz vermez galisma disiplini altinda en uzun siire calisma
sansina sahip olmus arastirma gorevlilerinden birisi olarak “emmi” lakabi ile anilan Dursun
Hocaya aittir. Dursun Hocanin ¢ok iyi bir deniz biyologu olarak yetismesinde Deniz
Bilimleri Enstitiisiiniin uluslararas: diizeyde yiiriitiilen projeleri, ¢cok iyi bir hoca ve
arastirmact kadrosuna sahip olmasi, yardimlasmayi temel alan paylasimci arastirma
ekosisteminin biiyiik etkisi oldugu kusku gotiirmez bir gergektir. Bu ortamda edindigi bilgi
birikimini biiyiik bir heyecanla yazdig1 ve alanda basvuru kitabi niteligine sahip olan
“Balikgilik Biyolojisi ve Popiilasyon Dinamigi” kitabinda toplayarak yayinladi. Bu kitap pek
¢ok bilim insaninin temel basvuru kitab1 haline gelmistir.
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Dursun Hoca ¢ok iiretken bir arastirmaciydi, c¢alisma konulari 6nerme konusunda
biiyiik bir hayal giictine sahipti, her tiirlii yeni bakis acisina agikti fakat iilke gerceklerinden
asla kopuk degildi. Bunun sonucunda, asagida oOzetlemeye c¢alisacagimiz balikgilik
biyolojisi, popiilasyon dinamigi ve deniz ekosistemi ile ilgili alanlarda, farkli bakis acilar
ile ¢cok onemli katkilar saglamis olan 100 civarinda bilimsel makale, bes kitap ve sayisiz
kongre bildirisi ortaya ¢ikmustir.

Popiilasyon dinamigi, icerisinde barindirdig1 matematik ve istatistik nedeniyle olsa gerek
tilkemizde zor anlasilir bir ¢calisma konusu olmustur. Bu zor alanda Ferit Hocanin disiplinli
tedrisat1 ile biiyiik bir bilgi birikimi saglamistir. Bu bilgi birikiminin olusmasinda Deniz
Bilimleri Enstitiisiinde yiiriitiilen pek ¢ok projede yer alarak 6zverili sekilde ¢alismasi ve
bilgi paylagimi ve yardimlagma dolu Dr. Ali Cemal Giicii, Dr. Erhan Mutlu, Dr. Ali Ismen,
Dr. Zahit Uysal, Dr. Ahmet Erkan Kideys ve pek ¢ok bilim insani ile yaptig1 calisma
arkadashiginin da biiyiik etkisi olmustur. Tiim bu bilgi birikimini ise el yazisi ile kagida (ki
hep bir tarafi kullanilmis kagitlarin arkasina yazard: kafasindaki diistinceleri) doktiikten
sonra dijital ortama aktararak kitaplastirmistir.

Dursun Hoca kongre ve sempozyumlar: bilim insanlarinin ytiiz yfiize istisare etmesi,
calismalar1 sunmasi, diger bilim insanlarinin elestirileri ile eksik yonlerini tamamlamalar:
bakimindan ¢ok 6nemserdi. Bundan dolay1 kongre boyunca kongre alaninda kalir ve tiim
sunumlar1 dinlerdi. Calismalara en yalin haliyle elestiri ve katki yapardi. Zamanla
kongrelerin maalesef degersizlestirilmesi ile hocanin elestirileri alinganliga doniistiigiinde
kongrelere katilmamayz tercih etti.

Cukurova Universitesinde gorev yaptigi yillar boyunca galisma odasma ilk o gelir, her
Oglen mutlaka fis alarak yemekhanede yemegini yer ve aksama kadar yine ¢alismaya devam
eder, zamanuin asla ziyan etmezdi. Koyu bir Fenerbahge taraftar1 olarak takimi yenildiginde
elestirilere hi¢ tahammiilii yoktu.

Bilim insani olarak kisisel katkilarinin yani sira Dursun Hoca, bir¢ok doktora ve yiiksek
lisans tezine danismanlik yapmis ve bilimsel dergilerin editorler kurulu {iyeligini ve
hakemligini yapmistir. Hakemlik konusunda “eger sana o alanin uzmani olarak kabul edip
hakemlik gonderilmisse, tiim isini bir kenara birak ve o makaleyi degerlendir ve gonder. O
makalenin sonucunu sabirsizlikla bekleyen geng bir bilim insan1 oldugunu diisiin ve empati
yap.” derdi. Ki su anda yonettigim dergilerde bu nasihati ilke edindim. Dursun Hoca
arastirma faaliyetlerini iiniversite 6gretimine olan bagliligiyla birlestirebilmis ve yaptig1 her
seyde oldugu gibi, 30 y1il1 agkin bir siire boyunca 6grencilerinin egitimine cosku, comertlik ve
titizlikle katilmistir. Derslerine hep zamaninda girer ve son dakikasina kadar ders anlatmaya
devam ederdi. Bu nedenle siiphesiz onu taniyan tiim 6grenciler tizerinde derin bir etki birakti.
Ne zaman bazi olaylar/kisilerle ilgili sikayette bulunsak isimize bakmamizi nasihat eder ve
“kulvara girme, zaman kaybetme bagkalarinin hatalari ile” derdi.

Egitim-0gretim faaliyetleri ve bilimsel calismalarla akademi diinyasina yaptigr tiim
katkilarin ve bize biraktig1 biiytiik bilimsel mirasin yani sira, hocamizin en takdire sayan yani,
ac1 verici bir hastaligin elinden almakta oldugu yasam miicadelesini son ana kadar siirdiirme
dag gibi arkasinda duran hayat arkadas:t Ziibeyde Hoca Hanim olmasayd: bu cesareti
gosterebilir miydi diye de diisiitnmiiyor degil insan. Aramizdan ayrilmadan onceki siiregte
iistiine titreyerek yetistirdigi evlatlar1 Aysegiil ve Cemre, civiltisi ile Sedef ve Cukurova
sivesiyle emmoglusu Fuat basta olmak {izere tiim sevdikleri, meslektaslari, arkadaslari,
dostlar1 ve dgrencileri son anina kadar yanindaydi ancak ailenin yeni {iyesi minik Defne’yi
gormeye Omrii vefa etmedi.

Rabbimin cennetinde, hepimizle paylastiginiz tiim bilgelik, iyi isler, giizel ¢alisma ahlak:
ve bizde biraktiginiz tebessiim icin ¢ok tesekkiir ederiz. Bize asiladiginiz bilim aski, ¢alisma
disiplini, yenilikg¢i bakis agis1 emanetinizi en iyi sekilde temsil ederek sizi her zaman rahmetle
anmaya devam edecegiz.
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Dursun AVSAR our esteemed scientist, teacher, dear

friend, colleague, father (Aysegiil and Cemre), wife
(Ziibeyde) and grandfather (Sedef and Defne) Dursun
AVSAR passed away on 1 May 2022. Dursun Hodja was a
pioneering marine biologist who made significant
contributions to the fields of fisheries biology and
population dynamics in Turkey. He was always ready to
help, serious, hardworking, friendly, frugal,
uncompromising, and detail-oriented. For us, who had the
chance to get to know his family as well as share his
professional experiences, four and a half AVSAR (Dursun,
Ziibeyde, Aysegiil, Cemre, and Sedef) formed a unique,
inseparable, and generous family nucleus.

Dursun Hodja was born on February 1, 1956, in Kirmacil
Village (Osmaniye). Due to his childhood in the village, he
had a great passion for nature. Due to this passion, he chose
Hacettepe University's Biology Department in 1975 and
graduated in 1979. After graduation, he was appointed as a
research assistant at the Middle East Technical University's Institute of Marine Sciences in
1980. He completed his master's degree in 1987 and his doctorate in 1993 at the same institute.
He was appointed as a lecturer at Cukurova University, Faculty of Fisheries, in 2001 and
worked in this institution until 2022.

In 1980, he was fascinated by the marine ecosystem with his duties in the projects in the
Institute of Marine Sciences at the Middle East Technical University, which is the leading
institution of our country in the field, and he did not leave a shore in the seas of Turkey. The
title of the research assistant who endured the uncompromising working discipline of his
supervisor Prof. Dr. Ferit BINGEL (Ferit hodja) for the longest time, whom we cannot pass
without commemorating with mercy, who passed away on May 12, 2021, belongs to Dursun,
who is known as "emmi". It is an indisputable fact that the Institute of Marine Sciences'
projects carried out at the international level, the fact that it has a very good staff of professors
and researchers, and the collaborative research ecosystem based on cooperation had a great
impact on Dursun Hoca's training as a very good marine biologist. In this environment, he
collected and published the knowledge he gained in his book Fisheries Biology and
Population Dynamics, which he wrote with great enthusiasm and which is a reference book
in the field.

Dursun Hodja was a very productive researcher, had a great imagination in proposing
research topics, was open to all kinds of new perspectives, but was never detached from the
realities of the country. This resulted in about 100 scientific articles, five books, and numerous
congress proceedings, which have made very important contributions from different


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5334-5737

Cigek - Prof. Dr. Dursun AVSAR'1n aziz hatirasina (1956-2022) 40of5

perspectives in the fields of fisheries biology, population dynamics, and marine ecosystems,
which we will try to summarise below.

Population dynamics has been a difficult subject of study in our country due to the
mathematics and statistics it contains. In this difficult field, Ferit Hoca has provided a great
accumulation of knowledge with his disciplined teaching. His self-sacrificing work in many
projects carried out at the Institute of Marine Sciences and his friendship with Dr. Ali Cemal
Giicili, Dr. Erhan Mutlu, Dr. Ali 1§men, Dr. Zahit Uysal, Dr. Ahmet Erkan Kideys and many
other scientists, full of information sharing and cooperation, had a great impact on the
formation of this knowledge. After putting all this knowledge on handwritten paper (he
always wrote his thoughts on the back of used papers on one side), he transferred it to digital
media and published it as a book. Among these, the book Fisheries Biology and Population
Dynamics has become the basic reference book for many scientists.

Dursun Hodja attained great importance to congresses and symposiums in terms of face-
to-face consultation of scientists, presenting their studies, and completing their deficiencies
with the criticisms of other scientists. For this reason, he would stay in the congress area
during the congress and listen to all presentations. He would criticise and contribute to the
studies in the simplest form. In time, when the congresses were unfortunately devalued and
the criticisms of the professor turned into resentment, he preferred not to attend the
congresses.

During the years he worked at Cukurova University, he was the first to come to the study
room; he would definitely take a receipt every noon, eat his meal in the cafeteria, and continue
working until the evening, never wasting his time. As a staunch Fenerbahge fan, he had no
tolerance for criticism when the team was defeated.

In addition to his personal contributions as a scientist, Dursun has been a consultant for
many doctoral and master's theses, a member of the editorial board of scientific journals, and
a referee. On the subject of refereeing, he said, "If you are accepted as an expert in that field
and sent a referee, put all your work aside and evaluate and submit that article. Think that
there is a young scientist waiting impatiently for the result of that article, and empathise."
Dursun Hodja was able to combine his research activities with his commitment to university
teaching, and, as in everything he did, he participated in the education of his students with
enthusiasm, generosity, and rigour for more than 30 years. He was always on time for his
lectures and continued to lecture until the last minute. For this reason, he undoubtedly left a
deep impression on all the students who knew him. Whenever we complained about certain
events or people, he would advise us to mind our business and say "Don't get in the lane;
don't waste time with other people's mistakes".

In addition to all his contributions to the world of academia with his educational activities
and scientific studies and the great scientific heritage he left us, the most admirable aspect of
our teacher was his courage, bravery, and determination to continue his life struggle until the
last moment, which was taken away by a painful disease. However, one wonders whether he
would have shown this courage if it had not been for his life partner, Ziibeyde Hodja, who
stood behind him like a mountain, never leaving his side in this struggle. All his loved ones,
colleagues, friends, and students, especially his children Aysegiil and Cemre, Sedef with her
chirping, and his son Fuat with his Cukurova accent, whom he raised with care in the process
before he left us, were with him until the last moment, but he could not live to see the new
member of the family, little Defne, who was born after he passed away.

Thank you very much for all the wisdom, good deeds, good work ethics, and smiles you
left on our faces. We will always continue to remember you with mercy by representing your
love of science, work discipline, and innovative perspective that you instilled in us in the best
way possible.
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